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In 1938 Gandhiji advocated the enlistment of vounteers for
the formation of peace-brigades in cities and villages to deal with
communal riots. These volunteers must be out-and-out akimsa-
ists and have a living faith in God and equal regard for all the
principal religions of the world. They must belong to the locality
and develop contacts with all the people in the locality through
personal, constructive service. They should also cultivate the
acquaintance of the so-called goonda element in their locality.
They should wear a distinctive dress so as to be recognized
without the slightest difficulty and should carry no weapons.
Each brigade should elect its own head and members should
know each other well. Gandhiji's idea was that the brigades
should take the place of the police and the military to deal peace-
fully with communal disturbances. The peace-brigade pro-
gramme, he said, was "a programme of courting death in
preventing Hindu-Muslim clashes and the like. It is a programme
of dying to prevent violence."49
At Gandhiji's suggestion efforts were made after 1938 to
organize peace-brigades in some parts of the country.
By far the most important section of India's non-violent
army consisted of Khudai Khidmatgars or Surkhposh popularly
known as Red Shirts.50
The founder of the movement is Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan.51 He started the movement outside the Congress in res-
ponse to Gandhiji's call to the nation to protest against the
Rowlatt Bill. Later the movement came very close to the
Congress and the two had coalesced long before the partition of
India.
In 1938 the Khudai Khidmatgars numbered over one lakh.
They got no monetary allowance and had to provide their own
uniform. They received training in semi-military drill and were
much better disciplined than volunteers in other parts of India.
49 H., June 18, 1938, p. 152; Oct. 21, 1939, p. 310; May 5, 1946, p.
113; March 17, 1946, pp. 45-46; and Sept.  15, 1940, p. 285.
50 Khan Abdul GhafFar Khan resented the name as being inappropriate.
Barr, p. 101.
51 None   else   among   Gandhiji's   co-workers   perhaps   accepted   non-
violence in a more comprehensive sense than the Khan. In 1940 when the
Working Committee of the Congress offered conditionally to assist Britain
in the war he resigned his membership of that body on the ground that he
and his Khudai Khidmatgars stood for the non-violence of the brave.